GEORGE THE THIRD
of being ' a religious good man.' When Henry Fox was called
in to * manipulate' the majority in Parliament at the time when
the peace proposals were to be discussed by both Houses the
King told Grenville that it was necessary to use bad men to
govern bad men. Why was it necessary to make such an ex-
planation? The inference is that Grenville was the one man in
the Government likely to be disgusted at the use of such dis-
honourable methods, and that the King felt that it was necessary
to justify his action with him. For Grenville was an upright and
honourable man, whose private life was above reproach.
These qualities, and his respect for religion, would at once
make him a persona grata with the King. George undoubtedly
would have preferred a man with stronger Tory views, but he was
not yet in a position altogether to dispense with men holding
Whig views, and of the Whigs Grenville was infinitely the most
desirable from the King's point of view. The insinuation that
his appointment was made so that Bute could retain his hold
upon affairs is not supported by the facts. Grenville may have
been one of the worst of George's Prime Ministers, but he was
never afraid to maintain his independence even in the face of
the King, and his stubbonuiess, amounting as time went on to
insolence, was one of the chief reasons for his political failure,
His character did not suddenly change. Newcastle, who accepted
the popular explanation of the appointment, remarked in a
letter to Pitt:
I suppose he [Bute] hopes to retain the same power and influence
out of employment that he had in it; but he may find that difficult.
I question whether he has chosen the best person to act under him
for that purpose.
The King and Bute were not fools. They were aware of
Grenville's political honesty; and it seems most improbable
that they should have believed for a moment that such a man
would connive at a system of government which would reduce
him to the unenviable position of being a cat's-paw.
Bute's resignation also resulted in a re-shuffle of the Cabinet.
On undertaking to secure majorities for the peace proposals
Henry Fox had been promised a barony. On April i6th,
therefore, the King created him Baron Holland. It was a dignity
which he could grace most splendidly with the wealth which
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